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long nail of his little finger; ' that is worth seven hundred
guineas, the whole packet worth perhaps ten thousand
pounds.'

' Very interesting/ said Lothair, * but what I want are
pearls. That necklace which you have shown me is Eke
the necklace of a doll. I want pearls, such as you see
them in Italian pictures, Titians and Giorgiones, such as a
Queen of Cyprus would wear. I want ropes of pearls.'

* Ah!' said Mr. E/uby, * I know what your Lordship
means. Lady Bideford had something of that kind. She
very much deceived us: always told us her necklace must
be sold at her death, and she had very bad health. We
waited, but when she went, poor lady, it was claimed by
the heir, and is in Chancery at this very moment. The
Justinianis have ropes of pearls *, Madame Justiniani of
Paris, I have been told, gives a rope to every one of her
children when they marry; but there is no expectation of
a Justiniani parting with anything. Pearls are trouble-
some property, my Lord. They require great care ; they
want both air and exercise ; they must be worn frequently ;
you cannot lock them up. The DuchebS of Havant has the
finest pearls in this country, and I told her Grace, " Wear
them whenever you can, wear them at breakfast;" and
her Grace follows mj advice, she does wear them at break-
feist. I go down to Havant Castle every year to see her
Grace's pearls, and I wipe every one of them myself, and
let them lie on a sunny bank in the garden, in a westerly
wind, for hours and days together. Their complexion
would have been ruined had it not been for this treatment.
Pearls are like girls, my Lord, they require quite as much '
attention.'

' Then you cannot give me what I want ?' said Lothair.

' Well, I can, and I cannot,' said Mr. Euby. 11 am in a
difficulty. I have in this house exactly what your Lord-
ship requires, but I have offered them to Lord Topaz, and